
The
Blue Caribou

Summer 2004, Newsletter of the International Campaign For The Innu And The Earth (ICIE)
148 Kerr Street, Oakville, ON L6K 3A7 * Tel/Fax: (905) 849-5501 * volunteer@oakvillepeacecentre.org * www.oakvillepeacecentre.org

by: Stephen Dankowich

Before the recent June 2004 federal
election, Prime Minister Paul Martin staked
his leadership on improving life for aborigi-
nal people in Canada. This is to be applauded;
however, it would require a massive transfer
of wealth within Canada to be accomplished.

Will Liberal Party Prime Minister Mar-
tin deliver? Words and platitudes themselves
will not deliver more housing, clean water and
improved public health on Canada’s reserva-
tions for native peoples. Mr. Martin is correct
to define the situation as unacceptable - but
will he correct the situation?

We know that our Innu friends in Lab-
rador are waiting. In the meantime, Innu ex-
perience the highest suicide rates in the world,
according to the UK-based Survival Interna-
tional. Innu need more than hope!

The Innu of Davis Inlet still have not

been relocated to Shango Bay and the federal
government has fallen far behind schedule in
building their new homes. Apparently, they
have run out of money to build what is neces-
sary. This is unacceptable but even worse was
the Innu having been put on the island of Davis
Inlet in the 1950’s in the first place! The Innu
are (were traditionally) semi-nomadic people
who once travelled 3,000 kilometres a year
by snowshoe, foot and canoe while tracking
caribou.

What were the governments
of the day thinking to have put

Innu on an island?

Now, Innu resources are being gob-
bled up and little of the wealth is accruing to
them. Previous Innu Nation leaderships in-
sisted there be no development on Innu land
until a land rights agreement is signed by the
Innu who have never ceded their land to any
government. The current Innu Nation leader-

ship does not reach out for solidarity, how-
ever.

No doubt it is hard not to feel power-
less before the multinational companies that
are in Labrador to chop down the boreal for-
ests in order to feed the insatiable needs of
the pulp mills of Newfoundland, or Inco, the
international nickel company now beginning
the extraction of an estimated $40 - $60 Bil-
lion worth of nickel, copper and cobalt from
Voisey’s Bay, or the militarists at CFB Goose
Bay who are frantically trying to retain a hope-
fully doomed and dying low-level flight train-
ing program that instructs NATO pilots in
learning how to fight future conventional and/
or nuclear wars.

Innu elder Elizabeth Penashue phoned
ICIE in late July 2004 to share her concern
over remarks made by Newfoundland Premier
Danny Williams about the Churchill River
and his desire to dam it for hydro-electricity
production.

Everywhere the Innu turn, there are
concerns.

To PM Martin, ICIE says “share the
land”. Innu and other aboriginal people have
been waiting generations for land rights agree-
ments. Why should so many of Canada’s na-
tive people live in poverty when their land is
bountiful in resources belonging to them?

ICIE is proud to continue supporting
Elizabeth Penashue and her group called Innu
Pikasiun Nutshimit. Hopefully, she will be
visiting Ontario in September or November
2004. Please come out to hear their stories.

Continue supporting ICIE by making
a generous donation. Also, there are a variety
of assignments to accomplish in 2004. Please
contact me if you would like to volunteer. I
look forward to working with you for native
rights in Canada.

Thank you.

Will PM Paul Martin deliver on his promises
to help aboriginal people in Canada?
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Innu Pikasiun Nutshimit: “Innu Way of Life on the Land”

I am Elizabeth Penashue, daughter of the late Mary and Simon Gregoire. My husband is
Francis Penashue and we live in Sheshatshiu, Nitassinan (Labrador). We have nine children:
seven boys and two girls, thirty-three grandchildren and two great grandchildren.

My youngest boy was born on June 16, 1981. Robert has his own family with two children
of his own. My first great-grandchild was born in August 2003, a girl. The second great-grand-
child was born on May 14, 2004, a boy of Jean Paul Penashue and Alicia Chaulk. I was pleased
because the child was almost born on my birthday, May 15. Of those 33 grandchildren, one has
died - Mikanis, a boy of Kanani Penashue and Bart Jack, Jr.

All but one of my children are living in Sheshatshiu. My son Jack Penashue, his wife and
their children are living in Western Canada. Jack has been attending University and has almost
completed his program. He will receive his diploma in September. I am very proud of him and
looking forward to his return to Sheshatshiu.

I would like to express my thoughts about comments I hear on the radio and articles written
in the newspaper. It seems I hear many negative reports about Sheshatshiu and Natuashish. I think
it would be good to hear positive reports as well.

In the past, the strengths of the Innu, their culture and way of life were recognized. The Innu
always knew how to solve their problems. The Innu never depended on Government funding.
Families pulled together to solve their problems with their children. We cannot go back to the
past. However, at present, we still know our traditional way of life. Our children will maintain the
Innu language and culture. We are proud of that.

The elders are slowly dying and their numbers are decreasing. The elders shared their
thoughts on their culture and how to protect the hunting areas. They want their children to know
and to keep their culture. I think that keeping active physically and mentally will keep me strong.

I have had a lot of responsibilities, difficulties and much satisfaction in my life.

Nin, Elizabeth Penashue

Elizabeth Penashue on her annual canoe trip down the Mista-shipu (Churchill River)


